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Ordination in Rome
Alexander J. Schrenk was 
ordained a transitional deacon 
for the Diocese of  Pittsburgh 
by Seán Cardinal O’Malley, 
archbishop of  Boston, in 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome on 
September 29, 2016. On the 
following day, Alek served and 
preached at a private Mass 
for family (including both 
grandfathers, aged 90 and 87) 
and friends.
Alek is currently engaged 
in theological studies at the 
Pontifical North American 
College in Rome, and is in a 
licentiate program for Patristic 
Theology at the Augustinian 
Institute of  the Pontifical 
Lateran University. He holds 
B.A. (Classical Languages 
and Philosophy, 2011) and M.A. 
degrees (Philosophy, 2013), 
both from Duquesne University, 
and an S.T.B. (2015) 
from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome.
The new deacon spent this past 
summer stationed in Butler, near Cardinal O’Malley’s alma mater, St. Fidelis Seminary.
Alek is the “Rome Correspondent” for the Catholic Historical Society of  Western Pennsylvania 
and we extend congratulations to him on this important step toward his priestly ordination in 
June 2017. One of  his reports from Rome is included in this issue of  Gathered Fragments.
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